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EXPLANATION 


OF  THE 

Japanese  Xab\>’s  ffioubotv 

EXHIBITED  IN  THE 

WOMAN’S  BUILDING 

OF  THE 

WORLD’S  COLUMBIAN  EXPOSITION, 

CHICAGO. 

* 

THIS  Boudoir  represents  a lady's  private  rooms  such  as  were  in  use  at  the 
beginning  of  the  present  century  during  the  time  of  the  Tokugawa 
period. 

The  buildings  representing  the  three  epochs  of  the  Fujiwara,  Ashikaga 
and  Tokugawa  periods  exhibited  by  the  Japanese  Committee  for  the  World’s 
Columbian  Exposition,  representative  as  they  are,  lack  a lady’s  Boudoir. 

This  has  therefore  been  presented  to  complete  the  architectural  exhibit, 
and  to  show  at  the  same  time  the  manner  of  a Japanese  lady’s  life  at  home. 
There  were  indeed  some  deviations  from  what  are  here  exhibited,  in  the  divi- 
sions of  the  rooms,  and  the  articles  used,  according  to  the  taste  of  the  inmates, 
but  what  we  here  present  for  public  inspection,  represents  in  general,  the 
characteristic  features  of  a lady’s  Boudoir  at  the  beginning  of  the  present 
century. 

Diagram  No.  I represents  the  exterior  of  a lady's  private  room. 

Diagram  No.  II  represents  the  interior  of  a lady's  private  rooms.  The 
red  lines  mark  the  boundaries  of  the  lady's  Boudoir  exhibited  in  the  Woman's 
Building.  By  adding  all  that  is  outside  of  the  red  lines,  including  the  plank 
floor,  the  matted  gallery,  etc.,  which  are  only  the  accessories  of  a lady’s  Bou- 
doir, a complete  building,  as  represented  in  Diagram  No.  I may  be  seen. 
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Anyone  wishing  ,to  obtain  house  like  the  one  represented  in  Diagram  No. 

I may  easily  do  so  by  purchasing  the  Boudoir  here  exhibited.  No.  i of  Dia- 
gram II  represents  a lady’s  sitting  room,  and  No.  2 of  the  same  diagram  rep- 
resents a lady’s  toilet  room,  which  here  also  serves  for  the  dressing  room. 

We  ought  also  to  exhibit  a dressing  room,  room  for  the  ladies  in  waiting, 
a bed  chamber,  toilet  rooms,  etc.,  but  since  the  space  is  limited  we  can  only 
represent  two  rooms  which  we  hope  will  give  a general  idea  of  the  whole 
building. 

Diagram  No.  Ill  represents  the  arrangement  of  the  various  articles  used, 
with  a number  marked  on  each. 

By  looking  at  the  corresponding  number  in  the  following  explanation,  the 
name  and  uses  of  each  article  can  at  once  be  known. 

The  toilet  articles  in  the  lady’s  sitting  room  such  as  the  mirrors,  etc.,  are. 
arranged  so  as  to  give  a front  or  side  view  of  each  one. 
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EXPLANATION 

OF  THE  VARIOUS  ARTICLES 


USED  IN  THE 

Japanese  Xab^'s  JSoubotr. 

Ornamental  Articles  in  the 
Lady’s  Sitting  Room. 

(The  "Ima,"  or  sitting  room,  is  the  place  where  ladies  sit 
when  at  home.) 


(1) .  “Kakemono” — Hanging  pictures  which  are  generally  paintings  of 

landscapes,  birds  and  flowers,  also  manuscripts  of  noted 
writers. 

The  subjects  of  the  above  are  selected  to  suit  the  season. 

(2) .  “ hana=kago  ” — A flower  basket  into  which  either  natural  or  artificial 

flowers  are  placed.  * 

(3) .  “ MamorLgatana  ” — A sword  furnished  for  protection  to  which  belong 

a.  “ Mamori-bukuro  ” — A bag  for  the  amulet. 

(4) .  “ Ko=gu  ” — The  requisites  for  burning  incense  to  which  belong 

a.  “ Mitsugumi-koko  ” — A set  of  three  boxes;  the  upper  one  is  for 

the  incense,  the  middle  for  the  mica-foils,  and  the  lower 
for  the  ashes. 

b.  ' ‘ Koro  ” — A censer. 

c.  “ Kosuji-date  " — A silver  stand  or  vase  for  holding  the  small 

utens  Is  used  for  burning  incense,  such  as 

d.  “Uguisu" — A gimlet. 

e.  " Gimbasami  ” — The  silver  forceps  for  the  mica-foil. 

* f.  “ Kojiakushi  ” — A small  spoon. 

g.  “ Kosuji  ” — A small  poker. 

h.  " Hai-osaye  ” — An  ash-comb. 

i.  “ Hai-gushi  " — An  ash-smoother. 
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(5) . 

(6) 


“ Hitori  ” 


-A  vessel  for  holding  hot  charcoals  for  the  censer. 

“ Ko=bon  ” — An  incense  tray,  to  which  belongs 

a.  " Kozutsumi  ” — A paper  wrapper  for  incense. 

(7) .  “ Taka=no=koro  ” — A falcon-shaped  censer  made  of  silver. 

(8) .  “ Fumhdai  ” — A small  low  table  used  when  composing  or  writing  a 

Japanese  poem,  to  which  belongs 

a.  ' ' Suzuri-bako  ” — An  ink-stone  case  containing  “ Suzuri,"  or  ink- 
stone,  “Sumi, " or  Indian-ink,  “ Fude. ” or  pen,  “ Mizu-ire,” 
or  water  box,  “Kiri,"  or  gimlet,  ' ' Kogatana,  ” or  knife, 
“ Sumi-basami,"  or  Indian-ink  holder. 

(9) .  “ Tanzaku=bako  ” — A box  for  “Tanzaku,”  or  a strip  of  paper  on 

which  may  be  written  a Japanese  poem. 

(10) .  “ Shikishi=bako  ” — A box  for  “ Shikishi,”  or  paper  for  writing  Jap- 

anese poems. 

( 1 x ) . “ Kagami=buton  ” — A cushion  made  of  different  materials  and  trim- 
med with  fringe. 

(12) .  “ Shuro  ” -A  fire  box  for  warming  the  hands. 

(13) .  “ HanagamHdai  ” — A small  toilet  cabinet  to  which  belong 

a.  “Fukusa” — A silk  cover. 

b.  “ Hakoseko  ” — An  ornamental  purse. 

c.  “ Hirauchi-kanzashi  ” — An  ornamental  hairpin. 

d.  “ Bunchin  ” — A paper  weight. 

(14) .  “ Shodana  ” — A lacquered  cabinet  for  books,  rolls,  etc. 

a.  “ Kokin-waka-rokujo  " — Six  volumes  containing  a collection  of 

the  most  noted  ancient  and  modern  poems. 

b.  " Musha-gwajo  ” — A folding  book  containing  illustrations  of  the 

most  celebrated  ancient  warriors. 

c . “ Nijo-gioko-zumaki  ” — Painted  rolls  illustrating  the  procession  of 

the  visit  of  His  Imperial  Majesty,  the  Emperor  Gomidzunoo 
to  the  Castle  Nijo  in  the  third  year  of  Kwanyei  (1626). 

d.  “ Manyo-shu  ’ — A collection  of  the  most  celebrated  ancient  and 

modern  Japanese  poems. 

<•  “ Genji-monogatari  " — Tales  of  the  house  of  Genji  by  Murasaki 

Shikibu,  celebrated  as  her  most  eminent  work  in  the  ^tyle  of 
its  composition. 

f,  “ Kwanyei-gyokoshidai-mokuroku  ” — A description  of  the  pro- 
cession of  His  Imperial  Majesty,  the  Emperor  Gomidzunoo’s 
visit  to  the  Castle  Nijo  in  1626, 
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(15) .  “ Koto  ” — A Japanese  harp  to  which  belong 

a.  “Tsume" — Ivory  nails  for  protecting  the  fingers. 

b.  “ Tsume-bukuro  ” — A bag  containing  three  pieces  of  “Tsume." 

c.  “ Kotoji  ” — The  bridges. 

d.  “ Kotoji-bukuro  " — A satchel  containing  thirteen  pieces  of 

“ Kotoji.’’ 

(16) .  “ Samisen  ” — A Japanese  three-stringed  banjo  to  which  belong 

a.  “ Bachi” — An  ivory  piece  used  in  playing  on  the  “ Samisen.” 

b.  “Bachi" — Sack. 

c.  ‘ ‘ Koma  ” — A bridge. 

d.  String-case. 

(17.)  “ Kokiu  ” — A Japanese  three-stringed  violin  to  which  belong 

a.  “Tsuru” — A bow. 

b.  “Koma" — Abridge. 

(18.)  “ Kendai  ” — A reading  stand 

(19) .  “ Tsukuye  ” — A writing  stand  to  which  belong 

a.  “ Ryoshi ’’ — Note  paper. 

b.  “ Suzuri-bako  ” — An  ink-stone  case. 

(20) .  “ Naginata  ” — A halberd  furnished  for  defense. 
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EXPLANATION 

OF  THE  ORNAMENTAL  ARTICLES 


IN  THE 

IRanbo,  or  Hair’s  IDvcssing  IRocm. 

— — 

Toilet  articles  are  usually  arranged  in  the  “ Kesho-no-ma”  or  toilet 
room,  which  is  quite  separate  from  the  dressing  room  or  place  where  ladies 
attire  themselves.  They  are,  however,  arranged  here  together,  the  toilet  room 
being  dispensed  with. 

(21) .  “ Kai=oke  ” — Boxes  containing  shells  for  playing  games. 

(22) .  “ Mizushi=dana  ” — A lacquered  cabinet  for  small  and  convenient 

articles,  such  as 

a.  “ Tsuri-kobon  ” — An  incense  tray  with  handles,  containing 
(1).  ' ' Hitori  ” — A vessel  for  holding  fire  for  the  censer. 

{2).  " Koro  ” — A censer. 

(3).  " Kogo  ” — An  incense  case 

h.  “ Kosuji-date" — A silver  stand  for  holding 

(1) .  “ Kosuji  " — A small  poker. 

(2) .  ‘ ' Hai-osaye  " — An  ash-smoother. 

(3) .  "Haigushi” — An  ash-comb. 

(4) .  “Gimbasami” — Silver  forceps  for  the  mica-foils. 

(5.).  1 ‘ Hane-boki  ” — A feather  broom. 

c.  “Jimbako” — An  incense  case  containing  six  small  incense  boxes. 

d.  “ Tanzaku-bako  " — A case  containing  the  “Tanzaku”  or  strip 

of  paper  used  for  writing  poems, 

e.  “ Shikishi-bako  ” — A case  containing  the  “ Shikishi  ” or  paper 

used  for  writing  poems. 

f.  “ Tsumetori-bako  ’ — A box  for  scissors  used  for  cutting  the 

nails. 

g.  “ Suzuri-bako  ” — An  ink-stone  case. 

h.  “Fubako" — A large  case  used  for  enclosing  and  forwarding 

letters. 

i.  “Fubako” — A small  case  used  for  enclosing  and  forwarding 

letters. 
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(23) .  “ Kuro=dana” — A lacquered  cabinet  for  holding  toilet  cases,  such  as 

a.  “ Motoyui-bako” — A case  containing  paper  strings  used  for 

fastening  the  hair. 

b.  “ Nioi-bako” — A case  containing  incense  articles. 

c.  “ Kushi-bako  ” — A case  for  holding  combs  and  hairpins. 

d.  “Kombo-bako" — A case  containing  “Kombu,”  or  sea  weed,  used 

for  dressing  the  hair  in  the  ancient  manner. 

,■  " Kanewatashi-bako  ” — A case  containing  a piece  of  metal  (one 

of  the  requisites  for  blackening  a lady’s  teeth). 

f.  " Kanedogu-bako  ” — A case  for  "Shoji,”or  a pot  for  the  tooth 

blackening  liquid  and  " Ohaguro-tsugi. ” or  a jug  for  the 
same  liquid. 

y.  " Mizuhiki-bako  " — A case  for  paper  strings  used  in  hair 
dressing. 

h.  “ Mayutsukuri-Bako  ” — A case  for  the  utensils  used  in  adorning 

a lady’s  eyebrows. 

i.  “ Kedare-bako  A case  for  razors. 

(24) .  “ Qoban  ” — A checker-board  with  “Goki,”  or  box  containing  white  and 

black  stone  pieces  used  for  playing. 

(25) .  “ Shogi=ban  ” — A chess-board  with  a case  for  checkers. 

(26) .  “ Sugoroku=ban  ” —A  Japanese  backgammon  board  with  “Sai,”  or 

dice,  “ Saizutsu,”  or  tall  box  for  dice,  and  " Ishibukuro"  or 
bag  for  the  stone  checkers. 

(27) .  “ Ohsumiaka=bako  ” — A case  for  small  pieces  of  clothes,  etc.,  (large). 

(28) .  “ Kosumiaka=bako  ” — A case  for  small  pieces  of  clothes,  etc.,  (small). 

(29) .  “ Harai=bako  ” — A case  for  the  litter  made  in  cutting  clothes,  etc. 

(30) .  “ Takigake=makura  ” — A pillow-shaped  case  for  the  censer  and  in- 

cense cases. 

(31) .  “Tebako” — A case  containing  twelve  toilet  cases  consisting  of 

a.  One  “ Oi  ” — Cover. 

/>.  One  1 ‘ Kogai-bako  " — Box  for  hairpins. 

c.  Two  “ A-bura-oke  " — Pomatum  jars.  * 

d.  Four  " Fushibako ’’—Cases  for  tooth  blackening  tannin  powder. 

e.  One  “ Tekagami  ” — Hand  mirror. 

/.  One  " Kagaminoya  ” — Cover  for  the  mirror. 

g.  Four  “ Oshiroi-bako  ” — Cases  of  white  face  powder. 

(32) .  “ Kewai=bako  ” — A case  for  toilet  articles. 

(33) -  “ Kamoji=bako  ” — Cases  for  the  “Kamoji,"  or  false  hair  worn  by  a 

lady. 
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(34) -  “ Ikow  ” — A set  of  clothes  racks. 

• a.  “Jishiro” — A white  gown  worn  in  winter. 

b.  “ Jiaka  " — A red  gown  worn  in  winter.  «. 

c.  “ Jikuro” — A black  gown  worn  in  winter. 

d.  “ Aijiro” — A double  white  under  garment. 

e.  “ Aiaka  ” — A double  red  under  garment. 

f.  “ Aiobi-shiro  ” — A white  sash  worn  under  the  gown. 

g.  “ Aiobi-kuro  ’’ — A black  sash  worn  under  the  gown. 

,h.  " Aiobi-moyegi  ” — A green  sash  worn  under  the  gown. 

!.  ‘ ' Awase-jishiro ” — A white  garment  with  lining  worn  in  spring. 

J.  ‘ ' Awase-jiaka  " — A red  garment  with  lining  worn  in  spring. 
k.  ‘ ' Awase- iikuro  ” — A black  garment  with  lining  worn  in  spring 

(35) -  “Ohirobuta” — A large  tray  for  holding  dresses,  etc. 

a.  ‘ ' Shiro-asa-ginu  ” — A white  hemp  garment  much  embroidered, 

worn  in  summer. 

b.  “ Kuro-asa-ginu  ” — A black  hemp  garment  much  embroidered, 

worn  in  summer. 

c.  " Koshimaki  ” — A short  under  garment. 

d.  “ Tsuke-obi  ” — A sash  used  in  summer. 

(36) .  “ Kagami=buton  A large  cushion  for  sitting. 

(37) .  “Tarai” — A large  tub  with  " Yutow, " or  wooden  jug  used  for  bathing. 

(38) .  “ Tenuguikake  ” — A towel  rack  with  a towel. 

(39) .  “ Shuro  ” — A hand-warming  fire  box. 

(40) .  ‘‘ SugatamBtate  ” — A mirror  stand  with  one  “Kagami,”  or  mirror 

and  two  “ Fukusa,”  or  silk  cover. 

(41) .  “ Kagami” — A mirror  with  a "Fukusa”  or  silk  cover. 

(42)  “ Bindai  A toilet  stand  to  which  belong 

a.  “ Mayutsukuri-fude  ” — Twelve  toilet  brushes  for  adorning  the 

eyebrows. 

b.  “Binmizu  ire” — A vessel  for  water  used  in  dressing  the  hair. 

c.  ‘ ' Oshiroi-ire  ” — Small  cases  for  lead  powder  for  whitening  the 

face. 

d.  "Mizuire” — Water  vessel  used  at  the  toilet. 

e.  “ Chiri-ol” — A cover  for  the  stand. 

(43) .  “ Mimidarai  ” — A basin  for  washing  or  rinsing  the  mouth 

a.  ‘ ' Daiwa  ” — Stand. 

b.  " Kanewatashi  " — Piece  of  metal  for  putting  on  the  "Shoji  ” 
r.  ‘ 1 Shoji  ” — Jars  for  the  tooth  blackening  liquid. 
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(44) '  “ Ugai=wan  ” — Cup  for  washing  or  rinsing  the  mouth,  with  a cover 

and  a stand 

(45) .  “ Kane=dogu=dai  ” — A stand  for  holding  the  tooth  blackening  requisites. 

a.  ' ' Fushi-bako  ” — 'Boxes  for  holding  tannin  powder  for  blackening 

the  teeth. 

b.  “Kanetsugi” — A small  jug  for  the  tooth  blackening  liquid. 

c.  “ Kane-fude  ” — The  brushes  used  for  blackening  the  teeth. 

(46) .  “ Kushi=dai  ” — A stand  for  holding  toilet  requisites. 

a.  “ Mitsu-gushi  " — A set  of  three  combs. 

b.  “ Abura-oke  ” — Two  jars  for  pomatum. 

c.  " Oshiroi-toki  ’’--The  cup  for  dissolving  face  powder. 

d.  “ Fukusa  A silk  wrapper. 

(47) .  “ Kamisori=dai  ” — A stand  for  the  razor  box. 

“ Kamisori-bako  ” — A box  for  the  razors. 

(48) .  “ Yoji=bako=dai  ” — A stand  for  the  box  for  tooth  brushes. 

“ Yoii-bako  ” — A box  for  tooth  brushes. 
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